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Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In response to the Restriction Requirement mailed October 16, 2001, applicants 
provisionally elect claims 7-20 (Group II), directed to a method of assembling a mirror assembly. 

However, applicants respectfully traverse this Restriction Requirement between claims 1- 
6 (Group I) which are drawn to a mirror assembly, and claims 7-20 (Group II) which are directed 
toward a method for assembling such a mirror. 

The Examiner admits that the subject matter of the two groups of claims is classified in 
exactly the same area of art (i.e., Class 359, Subclass 872). Hence, there is absolutely no 
additional burden on the Examiner with respect to either the search or the examination of all of 
the claims. 

The sole basis for the outstanding Restriction Requirement is the Examiner's contention 
that the mirror assembly may be made by assembling the components in a different order or 
fashion than that defined by the claimed method. Applicants respectfully traverse this 
contention. Claim 1 recites a vehicle mirror assembly comprising (a) a mirror having a back 
surface and an outer peripheral surface and (b) a mirror visor supporting the mirror, wherein the 
mirror visor has a visor cover opposing the back surface of the mirror, and a visor rim covering 
the outer peripheral surface of the mirror. Claim 7 recites a method for assembling a vehicle 
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mirror assembly: 

wherein the assembly includes a mirror having an outer peripheral 
surface and a back surface, a mirror visor having a visor cover for 
covering the back surface of the mirror, and a visor rim for 
covering the outer peripheral surface of the mirror . . . 

The preamble of the only other independent method claim (i.e., claim 15) recites the same 
limitations as above. As both independent method claims recite all of the elements of the mirror 
assembly recited in claims 1-6 in their respective preambles, it is simply not true that the claimed 
method can be used to "make other and materially different product . . or that the product as 
claimed "can be made by another and materially different process . . 

In view of the near complete overlappage of the subject matter between the two groups of 
claims, and the fact that both groups of claims are classified in exactly the same art , applicants 
respectfully request the Examiner to reconsider and withdraw this Restriction Requirement. 

RespectftiUy submitted, 



Thomas W. Cole 
Registration No. 28,290 

NIXON PEABODY LLP 
8180 Greensboro Drive, Suite 800 
McLean, VA 22102 
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